ROYAL TEMPLE YACHT CLUB

CRUISER RACING HANDICAPS

The number of cruising yachts racing at RTYC has been increasing over the last few years such that during 2009 initial trials of a rating system that did not entail expensive complicated measuring and weighing systems were undertaken during Ramsgate Week Regatta for yachts that had no IRC ratings. Furthermore it became apparent that when cruising boats were racing alongside racing boats and both were rated under IRC there was a slight bias towards the racing boats on corrected times.

We considered using the Portsmouth Yardstick system but concluded that whilst the handicaps published for dinghies and small keelboats reflected a fair measure of performance comparison the system was not robust enough to cover the vast range of cruising boats because of the lack of numbers of individual boats racing and ‘white sail’ races.

With the above background RTYC cruising yacht owners intending to race voted for devising a simple handicapping system similar to that used in RWK last year for racing in 2010

RTYC has now developed the 2009 trial system and devised an independent handicapping regime for cruising yachts wishing to race under ‘white sail’ rules. The methodology and equations which have been developed will be confidential to the Handicap Committee alone. Furthermore the committee will comprise two permanent members – the objective being to avoid argument over the science. There will however be a means of appeal for skippers who feel their boats have been unfairly penalised. 

There is a vast amount of data published in the public domain about boat’s displacement, length, beam, sail area draught, underwater configuration etc. However individual boats may have folding propellers, overlapping genoas instead of the standard self tacking arrangements of many production cruisers, or larger engines than the standard offering. The Handicappers will need to know these variations in the event of an appeal and a simple questionnaire has been devised for owners to provide the evidence to back up their arguments for comparison with the handicappers assumptions. Needless to say the Handicap Committee’s decision is final. Obviously there will be overall similarities between a number of handicapping systems but owners/skippers should be aware that time correction factors derived under the RTYC Handicap bear no direct relationship to any other system. 

Member’s boats handicaps are published below and it is suggested that we use the Spring Series to determine members comfort with the system.

Class 3

Posh Totty  
0.987

Surprise    
0.986

Toucan      
0.967

Magnum    
0.914

Sunbird     
0.882

Korana     
0.856

Amelie      
0.828

Class 4

Lady Pickle 
0.821

Louisa       
0.802

Impulse    
0.752
